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Introducing Scopus 

Over 21,900 titles from more than 5,000 international publishers and 105 

different countries 

Over 54 million records, 23 million patents from 5 patent offices worldwide 

All content is vigorously vetted by an independent, 15-person, international  

board of experts called the Content Selection and Advisory Board (CSAB) 

More than 3,000 customers worldwide in all geographic regions 

Scopus is the largest  abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed 

research literature from around the world. Its the core data source of 

Elsevier Research Intelligence solutions, and used by academics, 

government researchers and corporate R&D professionals who need a 

comprehensive and efficient place to search, discover and analyze 

research. 
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A researcher reads > 300 articles per year 

42% regarded as 

‘important’  

3.7 Hrs spent  

SEARCHING for 

articles per week  

5.6 Hrs spent  

READING articles per 

week  

6 articles read 

per week  

Researchers spend an average 

10 hours per week searching 

for and reading articles 

….of which, 3.5 hours is spent 

searching for research articles and 

5.5 hours reading. 

• Researchers in Chemistry and 

Life Science spend longer than 

average searching for articles 

and chemists spend longer 

reading  

• Younger researchers spend > 

4hrs a week searching.  

• Researchers from China spend 

longer searching (six hours) 

and reading (nine hours) 

articles than any other country.  

n=4,225 

• A researcher typically reads six articles per week. 

• Chemists read nine per week. Mathematicians 

read four articles per week. 

• China-based researchers read one more than 

average per week (7 articles). 

• After searching and reading for 10 hrs per week 

only 42% of the papers read are considered 

important. 
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To progress  his/her research career, a researcher is 
faced with this simple fact: 

 

In order to apply for grants, 

conduct novel research, 

summarize research 

findings, or write  

original research articles. 

 

 

A researcher must find,  

read, and cite relevant  

research material. 

Research 
Workflow 
(Lifecycle) 

Write 
articles/grant 
applications 

Find new 
ideas 

Stay up to 
date 

Find 
collaborators 
and experts 

Monitor 
trends or 

competitors 

Supervise staff 

Identify and 
secure 
funding 

Teach and 
educate 
others 
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Scopus can help researchers & students 

Find out what already exists in the global world of research output 

Determine how to differentiate research topics and find new ideas 

Decide what, where and with whom to partner or collaborate with 

Track impact of research; monitor global research trends 

Identify and analyze which journals to read or where to submit an article 

Help researchers  manage their career through citation counts and the h-index 
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What content is in Scopus? 
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53.3M records from 5000 publishers 
 

• >21,000 journals 

• Titles from 105 different countries world-wide 

• 40 “local” languages covered  

• 27 Thai Journals in Scopus 

• More than 2,800 Gold Open Access journals 

Scopus represents the World of Research 
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What content does Scopus include? 

 
 
 

 

CONFERENCES 

 

17k events 

5.5M records (10%) 

 

Conf. expansion: 

1,000 conferences 

6,000 conf. events 

400k conf. papers 

5M citations 

 

Mainly Engineering 

and Physical 

Sciences 

 

BOOKS 

 

421 book series 

- 28K Volumes 

- 925K items 

 

29,917 books 

- 311K items 

 

Books expansion: 

75K books by 2015 

- Focus on Social 

Sciences and A&H 

 

 

PATENTS 

 

24M patents  

from 5 major  

patent offices 

 

JOURNALS 

 

21,912 peer-reviewed journals 

367 trade journals 

 

- Full metadata, abstracts and 

  cited references (pre-1996) 

- >2,800 fully Open Access titles 

- Going back to 1823 

- Funding data from  

  acknowledgements 

Physical  

Sciences 

6,600 

Health  

Sciences 

6,300 

Social 

Sciences 

6,350 

Life 

Sciences 

4,050 
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10 years after launch, leading research institutes and research 
organizations use Scopus and Scopus data 

Institute Country 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology US 

Harvard University  US  

University of Cambridge UK 

University College London UK 

Imperial College London UK 

University of Oxford UK 

Stanford University US 

Yale University US 

University of Chicago US 

California Institute of Technology US 

Princeton University US 

ETH Zurich  CH 

University of Pennsylvania US 

Columbia University US 

Cornell University US 

Johns Hopkins University US  

University of Edinburgh UK 

University of Toronto CA 

Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne CH 

King’s College London UK 150 funding bodies use Scopus data 
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World University Rankings use Scopus data 

• Help showcase the distinctive strengths of research 
institutions 

• Help students select their university, faculty to make career 
decisions and university leaders to discuss strategic priorities 

• Help corporations guide investment decisions with respect to 
academic partnerships 
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Ratio of journals per Publisher in Scopus 

10% 
 

8% 

5% 

5% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 1% 1% 

Other 
60% 

Source: Scopus title list (May 2014) 
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Indexing funding data in Scopus 

WHAT FUNDING DATA: 

- Full name of the funding body, acronym 

and grant number captured from the 

acknowledgments section of the article. 

- Making use of the FundRef ontology 

- Forward flow only, started in July 2013  

In Scopus funding data can be searched using the following fields in Advanced Search: 

FUND-SPONSOR    |    FUND-ACR    |    FUND-NO 
 

For example, the advanced search term “FUND-SPONSOR(National Science Foundation)” will result in all articles that 

mention the National Science Foundation as the funding body in the acknowledgements.  

FUNDREF ONTOLOGY: 

- Only funding bodies included in the 

FundRef ontology are captured 

- Around 5,000 funding bodies 

originally included in FundRef 

- When processing content for Scopus 

new funding body terms are identified 

as candidate terms 

- As of January 2014 around 1,000 

new candidate terms will be added to 

FundRef each month 

  

http://www.scopus.com/results/results.url?sort=plf-f&src=s&sid=33DC07048DB812B91FEC90D4C2B63AA9.WeLimyRvBMk2ky9SFKc8Q:400&sot=a&sdt=a&sl=41&s=fund-sponsor(National+Science+Foundation)&origin=searchadvanced&txGid=33DC07048DB812B91FEC90D4C2B63AA9.WeLimyRvBMk2ky9SFKc8Q:40
http://www.scopus.com/results/results.url?sort=plf-f&src=s&sid=33DC07048DB812B91FEC90D4C2B63AA9.WeLimyRvBMk2ky9SFKc8Q:400&sot=a&sdt=a&sl=41&s=fund-sponsor(National+Science+Foundation)&origin=searchadvanced&txGid=33DC07048DB812B91FEC90D4C2B63AA9.WeLimyRvBMk2ky9SFKc8Q:40
http://www.scopus.com/results/results.url?sort=plf-f&src=s&sid=33DC07048DB812B91FEC90D4C2B63AA9.WeLimyRvBMk2ky9SFKc8Q:400&sot=a&sdt=a&sl=41&s=fund-sponsor(National+Science+Foundation)&origin=searchadvanced&txGid=33DC07048DB812B91FEC90D4C2B63AA9.WeLimyRvBMk2ky9SFKc8Q:40
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Scopus for Search and 
Discovery 
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Search Functions 

Refine 

Search 

Results 

Sources & Metrics 
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Refine Your Search 

Results 

Download/Export/View 

cited by/Alert Setting 
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Set Search Alert 

 (Daily | Weekly | Bi-Weekly | Monthly) 
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Export to Ref Manager 

Mendeley is a reference manager 

allowing you to manage, read, share, 

annotate and cite your research papers... 

...and an academic social network with 

3 million users to connect like-minded 

researchers & discover research trends 

and statistics. 
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Batch Download and Automatic Naming 
(up to 50 files per download) – Java Required 
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Scopus for Evaluation and 
Analysis 
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Understand the Profile of any University 
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Determine Publications per year 
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Citation Overview  



 | 
27  | 

Extract Publication Data 
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Identify TOP authors 
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View Author Profiles 



 | 
30  | 

Analyse  
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Analyse 
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Analyse 
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Analyse 
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Determine H-Index 
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Citation analysis 
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Identify co-authors 
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Analyze Journals 
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Compare Journals 
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Compare Journals 
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Journalmetrics.com 
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Consultancy Services 

Elsevier provides free training and consultancy services to customers to 

help them make best use of the products. 
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Questions - Discussion 
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www.elsevier.com/scopus 

Thank you! 


